Gauge theory-string theory duality describes strongly coupled N = 4 supersymmetric SU(n c ) Yang-Mills theory at finite temperature in terms of near extremal black 3-brane geometry in type IIB string theory. We use this correspondence to compute the leading correction in inverse 't Hooft coupling to the shear diffusion constant, bulk viscosity and the speed of sound in the large-n c N = 4 supersymmetric Yang-Mills theory plasma. The transport coefficients are extracted from the dispersion relation for the shear and the sound wave lowest quasinormal modes in the leading order α ′ -corrected black D3 brane geometry. We find the shear viscosity extracted from the shear diffusion constant to agree with result of [hep-th/0406264]; also, the leading correction to bulk viscosity and the speed of sound vanishes. Our computation provides a highly nontrivial consistency check on the hydrodynamic description of the α ′ -corrected nonextremal black branes in string theory.
Introduction
The correspondence between gauge theories and string theory of Maldacena [1, 2] has become a valuable tool in analyzing near-equilibrium dynamics of strongly coupled gauge theory plasma [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] . The best studied example of strongly coupled thermal gauge theory plasma is that of the N = 4 SU(n c ) supersymmetric Yang-Mills theory (SYM). In the large-n c limit, and at large 't Hooft coupling g 2 Y M n c ≫ 1, the holographic dual description of the N = 4 plasma is in terms of near-extremal black 3-brane geometry in type IIB supergravity [20] . In this case one finds [5, 6, 8] the speed of sound c s , the shear viscosity η, and the bulk viscosity ζ correspondingly
In a hydrodynamic approximation to near-equilibrium dynamics of hot gauge theory plasma there are several distinct ways to extract the transport coefficients (1.1). First [5] , the shear viscosity can be computed from the two-point correlation function of the stress-energy 1 tensor at zero spatial momentum via the Kubo formula η = lim has a pole at 4) where the shear diffusion constant D is 5) with s being the entropy density of the gauge theory plasma. From the thermal field theory perspective it is clear that computation of the shear viscosity via Kubo relation (1.2), or from the pole of the stress-energy correlation function (1.3) (additionally using the equation of state to relate (1.5)) must give the same result. It is much less 1 Computation of the thermal correlation functions in the dual supergravity description was explained in [3, 4] .
obvious that such an agreement should persist automatically also on the supergravity side. Thus, we regard above consistency of the hydrodynamic description of the black 3-branes in type IIB supergravity as a highly nontrivial check of the Maldacena correspondence [1] applied to near-equilibrium thermal gauge theories.
The situation with the sound wave propagation in the hydrodynamic limit is similar [8] (though perhaps less dramatic compare with shear viscosity given the conformal invariance of the N = 4 SYM). The speed of sound can be computed from the equation of state as 6) where P and ǫ are correspondingly the pressure and the energy density of the strongly coupled gauge theory plasma which can be extracted from the thermodynamic properties of the black 3-branes [20] . Alternatively, all the transport coefficients (1.1) can be read off from the dispersion relation for the pole in the sound wave channel two-point retarded correlation function of the stress energy tensor, for example,
Again, all these computations point to a consistent picture of a hydrodynamic description of the supergravity black 3-branes 2 .
In this paper we prove that consistent hydrodynamic description of black 3-branes persists even once one include leading α ′ correction to type IIB supergravity from string theory [22] [23] [24] [25] , which translates into finite 't Hooft coupling correction on the N = 4 SYM side of the Maldacena duality. To appreciate the nontrivial fact of the agreement we point to some features of α ′ -corrected description of the black 3-branes:
including leading order α ′ correction, the entropy density of the black 3-branes differs from the Bekenstein-Hawking formula which relates the latter to the area of the horizon [26] ;
the Hawking temperature of the black 3-branes as well as their equilibrium thermodynamic quantities, i.e., the entropy, energy and the free energy, receives α ′ corrections [26, 27] ;
unlike the supergravity approximation [20] , the radius of the S 5 of the α ′ corrected black 3-brane geometry is not constant [27] .
We find that only properly accounting for all of the above facts one finds a consistent picture of the α ′ corrected black 3-brane hydrodynamics. Lastly, we strongly suspect that consistency of the hydrodynamics is sensitive to the structure of the α ′ corrections in type IIB string theory. Thus our computations can be helpful is determining exact structure of such corrections 3 .
The paper is organized as follows. In the next section we discuss our computational approach and present the results. In section 3 we apply the general computational scheme to the evaluation of the dispertion relation of the shear quasinormal mode in black 3-brane geometry without α ′ corrections. This was previously discussed in [16] , though our approach highlights the use of the effective action rather than equations of motion 4 . In section 4 we discuss the main computational steps leading to the shear and the sound wave lowest quasinormal modes dispertion relations.
General computational approach and the results
In the context of gauge theory-string theory correspondence [1] poles of the finite temperature two-point retarded correlation functions of the stress-energy tensor can be identified with the quasinormal frequencies of the gravitational perturbations in the background string theory geometry [16] . Strictly speaking, such an identification has been made in the supergravity approximation to gauge theory-string theory correspondence, but as it is derived from the standard prescription for the computation of the correlation functions [28, 29, 3] , we expect it to be valid beyond the supergravity approximation. In this paper we extract α ′ -corrected transport coefficients (1.1) from the α ′ -corrected dispertion relation for the lowest shear quasinormal mode (1.4) and the lowest sound wave quasinormal mode (1.8) in the α ′ -corrected black 3-brane geometry [26, 27] .
We start with the tree level type IIB low-energy effective action in ten dimensions taking into account the leading order string corrections [22] [23] [24] [25] 
φ W + ... , (2.1) 3 We hope to report on this elsewhere. 4 Using equations of motion is technically much more complicated in the presence of α ′ corrections.
where
As in [26, 14] we assume that in a chosen scheme self-dual F 5 form does not receive order (α ′ ) 3 corrections. In (2.1) ellipses stand for other fields not essential for the present analysis.
We represent ten dimensional background geometry describing γ-corrected black 3-branes by the following ansatz
where c i = c i (r) and (dS 5 ) 2 is a metric on a round five-sphere of unit radius. For the dilaton we assume φ = φ(r) and for the five-form
In ( The dilaton φ also receives γ corrections, φ ∝ γ [26] . It is easy to see that to order O(γ) gravitational perturbations do not mix with the dilaton perturbation; moreover to study gravitational perturbations we can consistency set φ = 0. The Hawking temperature corresponding to the metric (2.3) is [26] 
Next, consider perturbation of the five dimensional metric g
µν (2.3)
where it will be sufficient to assume that
With the metric perturbation ansatz (2.9) we have O(2) rotational symmetry in the xy plane. The latter symmetry guarantees that at the linearized level the following sets of fluctuations decouple from each other [6, 16] {h xy }, {h xx − h yy } , (2.10)
Scalar channel fluctuations (2.10) were studied in [14] leading (using the Kubo relation (1.2)) to the following prediction for the shear viscosity to the entropy density ratio
In this paper we study shear channel (2.11), and the sound channel (2.12) fluctuations.
Effective action for the fluctuations (2.11) and (2.12) can be obtained by expanding the supergravity action (2.1) around the background 5 (2.3) to quadratic order in h µν .
Though we can always choose the gauge
14)
5 There is a subtlety in evaluating the action with a self-dual 5-form background. The correct way to do this is to assume that F 5 has components only along S 5 and double that contribution in the 10d effective action [30] .
doing so on the level of the effective action for the fluctuations would lead to missing important constraints, i.e., equations of motion coming from the variation of the action with respect to {h tr , h xr , h yr , h zr , h rr }. As we explicitly demonstrate on a simple example in the next section these constraint equations are crucial in decoupling gauge invariant fluctuations. Rather, the correct way is to impose the gauge fixing (2.14) on the level of equations of motion for the fluctuations.
Without loss of generality, for the shear channel we consider metric perturbations {h tx , h xz , h xr }. Imposing the gauge condition h xr =0 on the equations of motion and further introducingĥ 15) we find that the shear channel gauge invariant combination [16] Z shear = qH tx + ωH xz (2.16) decouples to order O(γ). The spectrum of quasinormal modes is determined [16] by imposing the incoming wave boundary condition at the horizon r → r 0 +, and the Dirichlet condition at the boundary r → +∞ in the γ-deformed black 3-brane geometry 
and we additionally introduced
From (1.5), (2.7), (2.18), (2.19) we find 20) in precise agreement with (2.13) reported in [14] .
There is additional subtlety in computing the lowest quasinormal frequency in the sound channel. Similar to the shear channel 7 we first derive from the effective action for the fluctuations equations of motion, and after that impose the gauge condition
As explained in [17] , for a general five-dimensional Einstein frame background geometry with the metric the gauge invariant gravitational perturbation is given by 24) and thus (in the absence of matter sector) must have decoupled equation of motion.
In the absence of γ-corrections, the ten-dimensional Einstein frame reduces to the fivedimensional Einstein frame, so in defining Z sound we can simply takeĉ i = c i . This is no longer the case with γ = 0, as in this case the S 5 warp factor ∝ c Again, the spectrum of quasinormal modes is determined by imposing the incoming wave boundary condition at the horizon, and the Dirichlet condition at the boundary in the γ-deformed background geometry (2.3) on Z sound . For the lowest shear quasinormal mode (in the hydrodynamic approximation) we find to order O(γ)
where and ζ = 0 independent of the 't Hooft coupling. We showed here that the dual string theory description reproduces this fact as well, albeit in a highly nontrivial fashion which is moreover consistent with shear viscosity computation (2.20) and alternative analysis in [14] .
3 Diffusion constant of the black 3-branes hydrodynamics:
the effective action approach
Consider the shear channel gravitational perturbations {h tx , h xz , h xr } in the absence of α ′ corrections, i.e., setting γ = 0. This was previously discussed in [6] , where equations of motion for the fluctuations {h tx , h xz } in the gauge h xr = 0 were derived as perturbation of the full type IIB supergravity equations of motion. Such an approach becomes technically very difficult in the presence of γ corrections: one needs to derive equations of motion for the deformed effective type IIB supergravity action (2.1). In the latter case we find it much easier to derive first the effective action describing the fluctuations, and then derive the equations of motion from this action. The effective action for the fluctuations can be obtained by simply evaluating (2.1) to quadratic order in metric perturbations (2.8). The important point we want to stress here is that the gauge fixing condition h xr = 0 can not be imposed on the level of action. If we do this, we obtain two second order ODE's (coming from variation of the action with
where H ··· = H ··· (x), and all the derivatives are with respect to
It is easy to see that given (3.2) equation of motion for
does not decouple. On the other hand, if we impose the gauge fixing condition h xr = 0 on the level of equations of motion, we obtain an extra constraint equation coming from the variation of the effective action for the fluctuations with respect to h xr 0 = wH
Notice that (3.4) is consistent with (3.1). Given (3.4) we can now obtain the decoupled equation of motion for Z shear
The incoming boundary condition at the horizon (x → 0 + ) implies that
where z shear (x) is regular at the horizon. Without loss of generality we can assume
the spectrum of quasinormal frequencies is then determined by imposing a Dirichlet condition at the boundary [16] 
In the hydrodynamic approximation (w ≪ 1 and q ≪ 1) the solution can be written in the ansatz
shear + i qz
where z
shear are invariant under the scaling w → λw, q → λq with constant λ. Substituting (3.9) into (3.5), and we find [6, 16] 10) which from (3.8) determines the lowest shear quasinormal frequency as [16] 
The general computational scheme for deriving equations of motion for the metric perturbation and decoupling the gauge invariant combinations for these perturbations is explained in section 2. The analysis is straightforward, though quite tedious. As in the previous section, computations are simplified using the radial coordinate x, defined by (3.2). Both for the shear mode (2.16) and the sound mode (2.24) gauge invariant combination of metric perturbations we find that the corresponding equations of motion decouple. These equations can be expanded perturbatively in γ, provided we introduce
The incoming wave boundary conditions are set up at the level of the leading order in γ, thus it is not a surprise that a natural dimensionless frequency w and a momentum q are introduced (see eq. (2.19)) with respect to T 0 , rather than the α ′ -corrected Hawking temperature T of the black branes (2.7).
Shear quasinormal mode
For the shear channel fluctuations we find 0 =Z
where the source J shear,0 is a functional of the zero's order shear mode Z shear,0
The coefficients C (i)
shear are given explicitly in appendix A. In the hydrodynamic approximation we look for the solution for Z shear,i in the following ansatz
shear,1 + iqz
shear,i are regular at the horizon, and satisfy the following boundary conditions
Explicit solution of (4.2) subject to boundary conditions (4.5) takes form
Imposing the Dirichlet condition on x iw Z shear,0 at the boundary determines the lowest shear quasinormal frequency (2.17).
Sound wave quasinormal mode
For the sound channel fluctuations we find 8) where the source J sound,0 is a functional of the zero's order sound mode Z sound,0
The coefficients C (i) sound are given explicitly in appendix B. In the hydrodynamic approximation we look for the solution for Z sound,i in the following ansatz
sound,i are regular at the horizon, and satisfy the following boundary conditions
Explicit solution of (4.8) subject to boundary conditions (4.11) takes form 
